
 

 

Citizen’s Task Force for the Lummi Island Ferry 
February 7, 2011 Meeting Minutes 
Adopted as presented on February 7, 2011 

 
The meeting was brought to order at 6pm by the chair Barbara Ryan at Whatcom 
County’s Garden Room, 322 N. Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225. 
 
Those present were: 

 All seven (7) task force members – Kathy Berg, Jim Dickinson, Patricia Dunn, 
Diane Harper, Chandler Johnson, Barbara Ryan and Riley Starks. 

 Whatcom County Councilperson Kathy Kershner in her capacity as Council liaison 
to the task force and Councilperson Barbara Brenner. 

 At least fourteen (14) members of the general public were counted as being in 
attendance. 

 
 The minutes of the January 24, 2011 meeting were adopted as 

presented. 
 
The chair introduced Whatcom County Treasurer Steven Oliver to discuss the 
policies and procedures regarding Needs Based Ferry Tickets, WCC 10.34.020 as 
used on the Whatcom County Ferry.   
 
Oliver asked for a recommendation from the Task Force regarding this program 
because his office does not have the staff to administer the program, the only ferry 
issue handled by his office.  The program needs to be mainstreamed into the Ferry 
operation or: 

1. Get rid of the program altogether. 
2. Level the income qualifications, remove the Medicaid portion, and 
3. Find another organization to handle the program. 

  
The chair introduced the Director of Whatcom County Public Works, Frank Abart 
who then gave an extensive overview of operations and funding of the Whatcom 
County Ferry.  Abart expressed his availability to answer questions as they might arise. 
 
 A proposal for an Expense Reimbursement Policy was tabled to gather 

more information. 
 

On a motion by Harper with second by Dickinson 
 It was agreed to form a subcommittee of Dunn, Johnson and Ryan to 

prepare a proposal for discussion by the Task Force of a Scope of Work. 
 
 It was agreed that the next meeting of the Task Force will be on 

Wednesday, February 16th at 6pm on the Island to discuss the Scope of 
Work for this task force. 
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Kershner announced that she will be on vacation for two (2) weeks and that Brenner 
will serve as County Council liaison in her absence. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:17pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
Kathy Berg, Secretary   
Citizen’s Task Force for the Lummi Island Ferry 
 
Thank you to Rhayma Blake for preparing an extensive commentary of this meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


