
LUMMI FERRY SHUTDOWN THREAT 
      

For the third time in 12 months Whatcom County Council received notice of a 
deadline from the Lummi Indian Business Council (LIBC) to end ferry services 

from Gooseberry Point to Lummi Island by April 11.    
 

Whatcom County Executive Pete Kremen recognizes the safety issues for a small 

vehicle ferry to cross Bellingham Bay with weather-related barriers.  

Discontinuation or alternative routes would (a.) cost millions and take years to 
develop; (b.) threaten the health, safety, and general welfare of Lummi Island 
residents, and (c.) create a negative impact on the Whatcom County economy. 
 

At the heart of the problem LIE federal issues much bigger and more complex 
than a small county government with depleted resources can be expected to handle 

on ITS own. The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) has the authority to end the crisis 
by approving a 25-year lease extension at fair market rental value agreed upon by 
the County and Lummi Nation (in 1982 and 1988).  
 

Senators Murray and Cantwell and Congressman LARSEN have written to the 
BIA asking them to take responsibility for finding a resolution to this federal 
problem.   
 
 Here is what we can all do to help: 
 

1 Write or call our Congressional delegates and asked them to hold the BIA 
accountable for signing the 25-year lease extension.  

 
1 Tell Whatcom County and Lummi Nation to continue the ferry service and 

agree to a long-term lease at fair-market value.   
 
 
Senator Maria Cantwell                                               Congressman Rick 
Larsen                                                         
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building                                                108 Cannon 
Washington, DC 20510                                                                   Washington, D.C. 20510 
202-224-3441  [202-224.8273- TDD]                                              Phone: (202) 225-2605 
FAX  202-228-0514                                                                         Fax:  (202) 225-4420 -
email:http://cantwell.senate.gov/contact/index.cfm                         e-mail: 
http://larsen.house.gov/contact/ 
                                                                                                         
Senator Patty Murray 
448 Russell Senate Office Building, 
 Washington, D.C. 20510 
Phone: (202) 224-2621 



Fax: (202) 224-0238 
Toll Free: (866) 481-9186  
e-mail: http://murray.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=ContactMe 
 

For more ferry information: plicferry.org 
 

Protect Lummi Island Community 
(a non-profit community organization) 

  
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 


